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SUB J : RASHAD SHAWA REINSTALLED AS MAYOR OF GAZA 

1. RASHAD SHAWA WAS REINSTATED AS MAYOR OF GAZA OCTOBER 
22. ALSO INSTALLED AT THE SAME CEREMONY WERE TWELVE 
MEMBERS OF A NEW MUNICIPAL COUNCIL, WHO WERE REPORTEDLY 
SELECTED BY SHAWA FROM AMONG THE LEADING CLANS OF THE 
TOWN. THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL WILL EVENTUALLY CONTAIN 
EIGHTEEN MEMBERS AND WILL APPARENTLY SERVE UNTIL 
MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS ARE HELD AT SOME UNSPECIFIED TIME 

IN THE NEAR FUTURE. THE MILITARY GOVERNMENT HAS ALSO 
REPORTEDLY PROMISED THE COUNCIL A ROLE IN PLANNING THOSE 
ELECTIONS. 

2. SHAWA HAD PREVIOUSLY SERVED AS MAYOR OF GAZA FROM 
SEPT 1971 UNTIL OCT 1972, AT WHICH TIME HE OPPOSED THE 
PLAN OF THE MILITARY GOVERNMENT TO INCORPORATE SHATI 
REFUGEE CAMP (ADJACENT TO THE TOWN OF GAZA) INTO THE 
MUNICIPALITY IN ORDER TO PROVIDE IT WITH MUNICIPAL 
SERVICES. HE ARGUED AT THE TIME THAT THIS WAS PART 
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ALTER THE POLITICAL STATUS OF THE REFUGEES. SHAWA 
TOLD PRESS OCT 22 THAT IT HAS SINCE BECOME EVIDENT 
THAT THIS WAS NOT THE INTENTION OF THE MILITARY 
GOVERNMENT; FOR ITS PART, HE SAID.THE MILGOVT HAS 
AGREED TO ALLOW THE REFUGEES TO MANAGE THEIR OWN 
AFFAIRS THROUGH A LOCAL COUNCIL WORKING IN COOPERATION 
WITH THE NEW TOWN ADMINISTRATION. 

3. EMBASSY COMMENTS WILL FOLLOW SEPTEL. 
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